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Fire detection and fire alarm 
systems in dwellings

BS 5839-6:2019 

Fire detection and fire alarm 

systems for buildings – Part 6: 

Code of practice for the design, 

installation, commissioning and 

maintenance of fire detection 

and fire alarm systems in 

domestic premises
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The Housing(Scotland)Act 
1987(Tolerable Standard) 
(Extension of Criteria Order) 
2019
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Applies to all housing In Scotland 

from 1st February 2021 and requires:

• satisfactory equipment for 

detecting fire and giving warning in 

the event of fire or suspected fire 

Note: Also requires satisfactory 

equipment for giving warning if 

carbon monoxide is present in 

concentration that is hazardous to 

health  



All homes should have: 
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All homes should have: 

• One smoke alarm in 

every circulation 

space on each storey, 

such as hallways and 

landings 

All alarms should be ceiling 

mounted
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All homes should have: 

• Smoke alarms in 

every circulation 

space on each storey, 

such as hallways and 

landings 

• Smoke alarms 

installed in the 

room most 

frequently used for 

general daytime 

living purposes 
All alarms should be ceiling 

mounted
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All homes should have: 

• Smoke alarms in 

every circulation 

space on each storey, 

such as hallways and 

landings 

• Smoke alarms 

installed in the room 

most frequently used 

for general daytime 

living purposes 

• One heat alarm 

installed in every 

kitchen 
All alarms should be ceiling 

mounted
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All homes should have: 

• Smoke alarms in 

every circulation 

space on each storey, 

such as hallways and 

landings

• Smoke alarms 

installed in the room 

most frequently used 

for general daytime 

living purposes 

• Heat alarms installed 

in every kitchen 

• All alarms should be 

interlinked 

All alarms should be ceiling 

mounted
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All alarms should be ceiling mounted

All homes should have: 

• Smoke alarms in every 

circulation space on each 

storey, such as hallways 

and landings

• Smoke alarms installed in 

the room most frequently 

used for general daytime 

living purposes 

• Heat alarms installed in 

every kitchen 

• All alarms should be 

interlinked 

• Carbon monoxide 

detectors to be fitted where 

there is a fuel burning 

appliance or a flue 
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Modification of the 
Repairing Standard

• The Repairing standard sets 
out criteria over and above 
that of the tolerable standard 
and is specifically applicable 
to private rented dwellings

• This already contains 
requirements for satisfactory 
provision of giving warning in 
the event of fire or suspected 
fire in such properties.
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Modification of the Repairing 
Standard

• Revised Scottish 
Government guidance 
produced for private 
sector landlords

• Effective from 1st March 
2019 

• Allows either mains 
powered alarms, 
tamper proof battery 
powered alarms or a 
mixture of both 
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BS 5839-6:2019

• Premises designed to 
accommodate a single family

• Houses in multiple occupation 
comprising a number of self 
contained units, each designed 
to accommodate a single 
person or family

• Sheltered housing, including 
both the dwelling units and the 
common areas

• Supported housing

• New and existing premises 
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BS 5839-6:2019

• Guidance is updated to take account of the publication 
of BS 5839-1:2017 and other standards

• New recommendations for testing and servicing by 
Grade is introduced

• New recommendations to prevent delay of alarm signals 
transmitted via social alarm systems in sheltered 
housing to an ARC

• New recommendations included for fire detection in 
supported housing and self-catering premises or 
premises with short-term paying guests
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BS 5839-6:2019
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• New recommendations for 

communal fire detection 

systems in purpose-built 

blocks of flats



Individual Dwellings:

Grade D2, Category LD2

Communal areas:

Grade A, Category L4 or L5

Note: All smoke and heat 

alarms / detectors should be 

interlinked

Sheltered Housing 

Existing premises
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Individual Dwellings:

Grade D2, Category LD1

Communal areas:

Grade A, Category L4/L5

Note: All smoke alarms and 

heat alarms / detectors 

should be interlinked

Sheltered Housing 

New or materially 

altered premises
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Houses in multiple 
occupation (HMOs)
of 1 or 2 storeys 

New or materially altered 
premises 

Grade D1, Category LD1

Existing premises 

Grade D1, Category LD2

Note: All smoke alarms and heat 
alarms should be interlinked
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Houses in multiple 
occupation (HMOs)
Communal areas of the 
HMO

Grade A, Category LD2 

Detectors to be sited in 
accordance with the 
recommendations of BS 5839-
1:2017 for a Category L2 system
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Building (Scotland) 
Regulations 

The guidance provided for work 
which comes under the scope of a 
building warrant has not changed. 

• Smoke alarms and heat alarms 
installed as part of the fire detection 
and alarm system require to be 
mains powered 

• Battery powered alarms are not 
suitable 

• All alarms require to be interlinked
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Any Questions? 
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